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laſt, to Examine 1nto your pre- 


To the Honourable 


Commiſſioners of the SEWERS 
20 
The City of L OM D O. 


E, our Committee appointed by 


our Order of the 21ſt of June 


ſent Powers, in regard to the Repair of 
the Pavement of this City and Liber- 
ties thereof, and to Report what in our 
Opinion may be proper to do therein, 
have for this Purpoſe peruſed, and Atten- 


tively conſidered the ſeveral Acts of Par- 


lament upon this Subject, and find, 


That by the Act for Rebuilding of 


the City of London, the Power of De- 


figning and Setting out the Number and 


Places for all Common Sewers, Drains 


and Vaults ; and the Order and Manner 
of Paving and Pitching the Streets and 
Lanes within the ſaid City and Liberties, 


was (amongſt others) veſted in Commiſ- 
ſioners appointed from time to time by the 
Court of Common Council, with Power 
to Tax all Houſes within the ſaid City, 
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and Liberties, in Proportion. to the Be- 
nefit they ſhould receive thereby, towards 
making, cutting,. enlarging, amending and 


cleanſing the faid Drains, Sewers, Pave- 
ments and Pitching. 


That by a ſubſequent Act of the 22d 
and 23d Year of King CHARLEs the Se- 
cond, "the ſaid Powers were made perpe- 
tual : And for preventing all future Irre- 
gularities in Paving the faid Streets, Lanes, 
and Paſſages, and the frequent Defaults of 
Cleanſing the ſame, the ſole Power of Or- 
dering, Deſigning, and Regulating, as well 
the Cleanſing the ſaid Streets, Lanes and 
Paſſages, as the Pitching and Paving, with 
the Order and Manner thereof, was veſted 
in the Corporation, to be executed by 
Commiſhoners appointed by Common 
Coupcil : And all Scavengers, and others 
employed in ſuch Works, were required 
to obey and execute their Orders and 
Directions upon Pain of Indictment, un- 
leſs they ſubmitted to pay ſuch Fines as 
the Commiſſioners ſhould adjudge. And 
the ſaid Commiſſioners were impowered 
to Tax the ſeveral Wards and Precin&s, 
and to require the reſpective Deputies and 
Common Council Men to aſſeſs, and the 
reſpective Scavengers to collect and levy 
the ſame, as well upon the Tenants of oc- 
cupied, as upon the Owners of unoccupied 


Hoylſes 
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Houſes and Tenements. The Aſſeſſments 
upon Pariſhes in reſpect of Churches and 
Church- yards to be paid by the Church- 
Wardens; the Aſſeſſments in general to be 
made by the Commiſſioners, in Caſes of 
Negle& in the Deputies and their Com- 
mon Council, and to be levyed by Diſtreſs 
and Sale, and paid into the Chamber of 
London, and iſſued by Order of the Com- 
miſſioners. And it was Particularly en- 
acted, that, upon Complaint by any Citizen 
or Inhabitant, of a Defect or Decay of any 
of the ſaid Pavements, and due Proof that 
ſuch Grievance is unreformed, the Com- 
plainant ſhould forthwith receive the Com- 
miſſioners Order for redreſſing the ſame, 
and a Warrant upon the Chamberlain for 
defraying the Charge thereof, with a Re- 
ward not exceeding Ten Shillings. Per- 
ſons agtieved by the ſaid Aſſeſſments have 
an Appeal given them to the Court of 
Aldermen, whoſe Order is to be final : 
And it is declared, that no Perſon made 
liable by this Act to be aſſeſſed, ſhall be 
otherwiſe charged therewith, or liable 
thereto, or be proſecuted in reſpect there- 
of, any Law, Cuſtom,” or Uſage to the 
contrary, notwithſtanding. | 


That by an Act of the 2d of King WII- 
LIAM and Queen Mary, it was enacted, 
That for the better Cleanſing the faid 
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(6 1. 
Streets, Lanes and Paſſages, the ſame 
ſhould be Ordered and Managed, and Im- 
1 laid and levied, and all other 

ays and Means uſed and obſerved, ac- 
cording to the ancient Uſage and Cuſtom 
of the ſaid City. And the Lord Mayor 
or any Alderman is authorized, on his own 
| Knowledge or View, to preſent to the Seſ- 
ſions any Offence inlayingAthesor Rubbiſh, 
or other Nuiſance or Obſtruction, in any 
of the faid Streets, Lanes, or Paſſages, for 
which the Offender mey be fined as far 
as Twenty Shillings, to be levied by Di- 


ſtreſs, and paid into the Chamber for the 
City's Ules. | 


That by an Act & the 7th of the Reign 
of Queen Ax NE, Collectors refuſing or 
neglecting to Attend the Commiſſioners, 
upon Notice, or to Account before them 
Upon Oath, or to Collect their Aſſeſſments, 
or to pay the Balance into the Chamber, 
may be fined by the Commiſſioners, as far 
as Ten Pounds, to be levied by Diſtreſs 
and Sale, and applied towards Maintain- 
ing and - the public Drains, and 


Sewers. 


That by another Act of the roth Year 
of the Reign of King GeoRGce the Second, 
reciting the faid Act of the 22d and 230 
of King CuARLNES the Second, _ 

that 
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that frequently, for want of Diſtreſs 

upon vacant Premiſſes, the neceſſary Tax 
for Paving before the ſame cannot be le- 
vied, and thereby ſuch Parts remain unpa- 
ved: For Remedy thereof, the ſaid Com- 
miſſioners are authoriſed to order ſuch Parts 
to be paved and cleanſed, and to impoſe 
the neceſſary Expence upon the Owner, to 
be paid by the next Occupier, or levied 
upon him by Diſtreſs and Sale, and deducted. 
and allowed him out of his Rent; the 
Chamberlain in the mean time to advance 
the ſame, and be repayed when levied 
upon the Occupier. And for preſerving 
the Foot-Paſlages, the ſaid Commiſſioners 
are empowered to order, deſign, and ſet 
up Poſts where neceſlary, and for this Pur- 
poſe to impoſe Taxes, to be charged and 
levied as the other Taxes - | 


Now in order to form our Judgment 
how far, and in what Inſtances, the Pow- 
ers thus veſted in the Commiſſioners of 
| Sewers are or are not ſufficient for reme- 
dying the bad Pavements and other Nui- 
ſances complained of in the Streets, Lanes, 
and Paſſages of this City and Liberties, : 
We have in the next place taken into 
Conſideration the preſent State and Con- 
dition of the ſaid Streets, Lanes and Paſſa- 
ges, the Defects under which they labour, 
and the Cauſes to which thoſe Defects are 

A5 prin- 
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principally owing ; 3 and we are humbly 


of Opinion, 


I. That the Pavements in general are 
yery bad, occaſioned chiefly (as we con- 
ceive) by their being partially repaired 


by the reſpective Houſholders (whence 


great Irregularities and Defects will neceſ-_ 
ſarily ariſe); and by the frequent Breaches 


made therein by the Water-Companies, 
and their om Manner of * your 
the ſame. 


That the — Method of pla- 


Rog 4 Channels in the Middle of the 


ane, with croſs Channels running into 
them, renders the ſame very inconvenient 


and dangerous to Paſſengers, and highly 
prejudicial to Horſes and Carriages, Epe 


com hy in 1 Times of F roſt. 


III. "BN the Foot-ways, TY not © vine 
raiſed: above the Level of the Streets, are. 
hable to be annoyed with Mud and Filth, 
and to be overflowed with Water, where- 
by the ſame are rendered very inconvenient 
in Wet, and very dangerous in F n 


| Weather. 


Iv. That the Method of W theſe 
Jow Foot-ways by. Poſts in. ſome degree 


narrows and obſtructs the Paſſage on both 
* | dides, 
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: Sides, 7 an nc Expence, 


and by their Irregularity and Aptneſs to 
decay, deſtroys the — and e 
of the Streets. 


V. That the great a daily- re 
Projection of large Signs obſtructs the free 


Circulation of the Air, in high Winds often 


proves dangerous, and in Rainy Weather 
always an Annoyance to Foot- Paſſengers, 
and at Night more or leſs * the 
Light of the Lamps. — 


VI. That Foot-Paſſengers are ſtill more 
annoyed where the Water from the Tops 


_ of Houſes is conveyed * Spouts wan 
into the Streets. 8 | 


VII. That 5 Coach- ways are ren- 
dered very inconvenient and dangerous to 
Horſes and Paſſengers and ſometimes pre- 


Judicial to the Health of the Inhabitants 


themſelves, by the too frequent Practice of 


throwing Aſhes, Dirt, Oyſter-ſhells, broken 


Glaſs or earthen Ware, Offalls, and other 


_ offenſive Things into the Streets, inſtead of 


reſerving them in proper Places to be re- 
moved by the reſpective Rakers. 


VIII. That the Foot-ways are annoyed 
with accumulated. Filth; and thereby ren- 


dered not only diſagreeable but dangerous, 


. | | thr ough 


Fa L; 


through the Neglect of Houſe-keepers, in 
not cauſing their Servants to ſweep and 
cleanſe the ſame once every Day, 


IX. That the Coach- way in many 
Streets is greatly obſtructed, by an increa- 
ſing Practice of loading and unloading Stage 
Waggons in the King's 1 


X. And laſtly, That the Foot-way is 
in many Places obſtructed by the Pro- 
jection of Bulks and Shew-Boards, and 
greatly endangered by the Encroachments 
of Vaults, and Cel! ar Doors and Windows, 


Fg 


By comparing the Nature and Extent of G 
your preſent Powers with the ſeveral Nui- 

ſances thus pointed out, we are humbly of 
Opinion that the ſame are defective i in the 


followin 3 Particulars. 


I. Whatever Conſtruction the Act of 
the 22d and 23d of CHARLES the Second 
might legally receive, if now recently paſ- 
ſed, yet conſidering the conſtant Uſage 
which has prevailed for near a Century, 
and the particular Power given by the Act 
of GEORGE the Second, for Paving before 
untenanted Houſes (which ſeems to imply 
the Want of a General Power) We hum 
bly conceive, that your Power extends only 


to Order, Defigo, and e the Man- 


ner 


erage Fl 


ner of the Paving, and not the Paving it- 


| ſelf ; except only in Two Caſes, viz. that 

of anteltanced Houſes, or where a Defect. 
complained of continues unreformed, and 

that conſequently you have no Power to 
_ aſſeſs any General Tax. for ws. 


IT. That except in -thak two Parti- 


cular Caſes, you have no Juriſdiction over 
the Inhabitants, in reſpe& of Paving or 
Nuiſances, otherwiſe than in Ordering 
them to be indicted, which any private 
Perſons may do as well as you: Nor is your 
Power over the Paviours or Scavengers much 
greater, ſince they may chuſe whether they 
will ſubmit to your Sentence ; and in caſe 


of Refuſal can only be proſecuted by In- 


dictment, which being a very tedious and 
expenſive Remedy, without any proper 
Fund to ſupport it, is ſeldom, if ever, pur- 


| ſued. 


III. That you have no o particulat Comp- 
troll over the Water- Companies, either to 
prevent their breaking up more of the 
Pavement than is neceſſary, or their relay- 

ing it in a ſlight and inſufficient Manner, 
or to puniſh them for ſo doing. 


IV. That you are only anthioriſed! to ſet 
up Poſts where neceſſary, but not to re- 
move them where found inconvenient. 


V. And 


— 
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V. And laſtly, That you have no Ju- 
riſdiction over Sions and Water-Spouts, 
nor any Authority to remove either tem- 

ary Nuiſances, ſuch as Stage-Waggons 
loading or unloading in the Streets, or ſuch 
ermanent ones, as Bulks, Shew- boards, 
Vault and Cellar Doors and Windows e en- 
croaching upon the Foot-ways. 


We beg Leave (by the by) to obſerve, 
that where you have Power to tax, as in 
the Caſe of Sewers and Drains, your Power 

zs defective in the Inſtance of a Houſe let” 
to Inmates, in that of the Removal of a 
Perſon aſſeſſed, and in that of the Defi- 


ciency of a Collector. 


If therefore it is to be withed, that the 
Defects, which we have taken the Liberty 
to point out, ſhould be remedied, the Com- 
miſſioners muſt be veſted with the ſole 
Power-and Authority of paving the Streets, 
and removing all Nuiſances therein. 


Jo enable you to form ſome Judgment 
of the firſt Coſt of new-paving both the 
Coach and Foot-Ways, we have enquired 
into the ſeveral Prices contracted for by 
the Commiſſioners for the New Pavement 
at Weſtminſter: We have alſo cauſed the 

s Street, from Temple-barr to the Middle of 

© , Fleet-Bridge, to be ſurveyed and meaſured; 

and have thereupon formed the following 
Eſtimates, by way of Specimens; 
3466 Feet 
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647 Yards ſuperficial of o . 
" Paving relayed in the Foot- $1 
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I Dino - - - of New. Purbeck Fa- 
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6846 Ditto - of New Paving in 
the Coach-Way, lay'd with þ7 - se * 
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Befides tbe Charges, | 
of removing Rubbiſh at 2 s. per Load. 


; Labour i in removing Poſts, and } . 2 
levelling che Ground, at pO yg Day. 


Finin Kirbs round the Areas and Windows, 


altering the 2 and af . 
Work i in Grates, & c. 


But if the Foot- Ways were to be bordered with 
Purbeck Steb Curb, inſtead of Moor- Stone, it 


might be done at 15. 9d. per Foot Running, 173-6-S 

which would make a Saving of K+ $3 0, | 
And if the Old Guernſey Pebbles: were relay'd, | 

Inſtead of laying the Scotch Stones, it might be (. 

done at 64. per Yard ſuperficial, which weld 2453-30 

make a further Saving _— : 


Total Saving -- — 2626 9-0 
80 that i in this Caſe the Eſtimate will be bus 1014-13-2 
inſtead of 3641 2-2 


2 — 


Whether 


— 


"tay 
Whether ſo great a Difference of Ex- 


| pence in theſe - two Methods of Paving, 


would be compenſated by the Difference 
in their Goodneſs and Duration, Time 
and Experience only can evince. We are 


ſenſible that either way the Charge is con- 


ſiderable; but when we reflect upon the 


Danger there is, that the Improvements 


in the Streets of Weſtminſter, unleſs emu- 
lated by the City of London, will ſoon 
affect her Retail-trade; and in'conſequence 
her Population, whereby the Burthen of 
our Taxes, will be proportionably in- 


creaſed; and that a good and ſolid Pave- 
ment, when once compleated, will be kept 


in Repair at ſmall Expence: We flatter 
ourſelves with the Hope, that no Inha- 
bitant, nor indeed any Landlord, will 
grudge to contribute by a reaſonable and 
proportional Tax, to the carrying on ſo 


laudable and ſo neceſſary a Work. 


Nor do we mean to throw the whole 
Expence of ſuch an Undertaking upon the 
preſent Generation, it being but reaſonable 
that, as Poſterity will ſhare in the Advan- 
tage, they ought to bear Part of the 


Burthen. 


This we think might be done by bor- 
rowing the Money neceſſary for the Out- 
. ſet, 
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ſet, upon the Security of the: propoſed 
Tax, at a moderate Intereſt; and it is to 
be hoped that the Legiſlature, who have 
been ſo liberal in their Encouragement to 
the City of Weſtminſter, may be induced 
to grant to the City of London, the Be- 
nefit of a Sunday's Toll at the ſeveral ad- 
joining Turnpikes, and of a Lottery, when- 
ever the Exigencies of the Government 
ſhall permit. We likewiſe hope that the 
ſeveral rich Companies and great Offices 
within this City, as well as Numbers of 
our opulent Merchants and Citizens, would 
largely contribute to ſo public and ſo ne- 

ceſſary a Worx. 
Me alſo are of Opinion, that the Buſi- 
neſs· of Lighting and Cleanſing the Streets 
ought to be under the ſame Management, 
and one Tax collected for the whole, in 
which Caſe the Surplus of the Lamp- 
Duty, now in the Chamber of London, 
and all future Savings in the two laſt Ar- 
ticles, might with Propriety be applied to 
the firſt Coſt of rectifying the Pavements, 
and making the other Improvements 
above propoſed. _ | 


Upon the whole, we earneſtly recom- 
mend a ſpeedy Application for ſuch further 
Powers, and ſuch Ways and Means for 


carryin 8 
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carrying this deſirable Scheme into Execu- 


tion, as to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of 
Parliament ſhall ſeem meet. 


All which bels we humbly ſub- 


mit to the Judgment of this Honour- 
able Court. Dated this 28th Day of 
Auguſt, 1705. | | 


Villiam Tyſer. 
John Paterſon. 
G. Maſon. 
Peter Moulſon. 
Chriſt. Robinſon. 
James Kettilby. 
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Richard Townſend, 


Jobn Poultney. 
Thomas Horn. 


William Blunt. 
T homas Hallifc 's 
Jobn Waller. 
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